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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

Forv1ax.—The Council of Ministors deliberated
at Constantinople yesterday on the auswer to the
Conference. ——— The Buez Canal Company ratificd
the convention with the maritime powe
Count Rampon, a Conservative Republie:
eloctod one of the Viee-Presidents in the Freuch
Benate,

Dosmestic.—The New-York Legislafive commit-
tees were annonneed ; they eive general satisfaction.
——— The New-Humpshire Repnblicans nominated
Benjamin F. Prescott as Governor, =—— President
Grant has again deelined to recognize cither Govern-
ment of Louisiana at present; the Kepnhliean Legis-
lature eleeted Gov. Kellogg to the United States
Benate, — The Senatorial contest in Massachu-
setis will be between Mr. Bontwell and Prof. Soclye,
It s thoneht that Judge Trumbull will be
sent to tie Senate from Hhineis, ——= Henry W.

luir buas been renominated to Congress by the KHe-
publicans of the 1Td New-Hampshire District,

Cosarrss.—Senator Bontwell presented a petition
from the Boston Board of Trade in reference to re-
monetizing gilver. The report of the Congressional
Lilrarian was presented. The bill guthorizing the
building of a bridge over the Olio River from Cin-
cinnati to Covington waus defeated in the House,
and the silver question was debated at leugth but
withont result,

C11¥ AND Stnenpax.—FPrederick May has not re-
turned to the city, and Mr. Bennett ishelieved to be
in convealment.  Dr. Charles Phelps was committed
for contewnpt in refusing to AVSWEr questions con-
cerning the duel. = William 1L Vanderiilt
gtated that the Commodore had intrusted himswith
gums for old friends and cmployds and for the build-
ing of o howe for disabled railway men, =———
Another stolen mail bag, contaimng checks, was re-
covered, = Diissatisfied ice men  threatenad dis-
torbance along the Hodson River Gold, 106,
1077, 1062, Gold value of the legal-tender dollar
at the close, 04239 conts, Stocks bregular aud fe-
Ti-!'i’«:a. 1'1l-~in|¢ nh‘:ul_\’.

Tae Weatner—Tne Trmmese's local observa-
tice < indicate a clear or partly clonded sky and light
wind, Thermometer yesterday, 21°, 269, 247,

There are still some doubts about the dnel,
it lwing yet uncertain whether Mr. May is
wounded. The Grand Jury ig taking active
gleps in the matter, and of course both the
principals are keeping themselves out of the
Wiy,

————

The friends of the Chevalier De Luca cer-
tainly make clean work, in their card else-
where, of the charge that the compliments
with which he was recently weleomed back to
his post of duty were not fully approved by

the better class of his countrymen in this city.
=

There is a method in the Blaine enthusiasm
of the Maine Republicans. From the specches
made at the recent caucus, and given else-
where, it will be seen that two at least of the
five speakers declared him their choice for the
next Presidential nomination.  Mr, Blaine seems
to be a2 man that men tie to.

The election of Count Rampon, a Conserva-
tive Republican, as one of the Viee-Presidents
of the French Senate, mdicates that the Sen-
ators are receding from their reactionary
coutse. The time-serving namber who hold
the balance of power are evidently overnwed
by the strength of the present administration,

TFhe mereantile world and the Suez Canul
both gaiu by the settlement which was
ratified yesterday. Shippers will profit by the
reduction in tonnage dues and the expendi-
ture of $200,000 annually for the improve-
ment of the canal. On its part the company
escupes from the long standing difficulty with
the maritime powers whose good will is cssen-
tiad to its prosperity.

e MR

How the grounds and buildings at Plala-

dolpbia look two months after the fair may be

learned from an intoresting letter on another
pago. Also what is already done in the way
of preparvation for the Permanent Exhibition,
and what is vet to be done, This will be of
such magnitude, if it shonld prove sueeessful,
& to dwarf all previous atiempts at continu-
ous fairs, and give Philudelphin nearly the
game prominence as did the larger exhibition
of which this seems to be the legitimate heir.
While the suecess of the projeet s hy no means
arsared, it i to have a long and fair trial be-

fore being abandoned.
cats O

The report that Gen. Ignatieff, the Raasian
Minister, is disposed to offer ensier ferms to
the ‘Turks must be tegarded with doubt, At
this stage in the proceedings of the Confer-
ence lussin eanmot betray the Slave canse
without causing grave discontent at home and
incurring the hostility of fhe insurgents in
the Turkish provinees. Gen, lgnatieli’ would
forego a great deal to induee Turkey to plice
herself under LRnsgian protection, but it is too
late for him to barter the “ guarantees” de-
manded by the Conference for that privilege.
Nor can the members of the Conference afford
to inenr the derision of Europe by even con-
sidering a bargain of that character.

el i

It is almost too much to kope for that the
Derioerats of Nlinois may sed Lyman Tram-
bull back to his old scat in the Senate. If a
Demoerat is to go, it would be hard to find a
wan whom the people at large would more
heartily welcome, Mr. Truwbull is a man of
excellent  ability  and unguestioned  honor,
When his opinions are a little too narrow, they
are crmnped by his conscience,  On all the
questions of the war he is safe and sound, und
no one doubts that he finds himsell m his
present  political company only becanse his
honest convietions cairied him there. I the
State of Abraham Lincoln is to give a Demo-
eratic vole i the Scnate, let Mr. Trumbull
east it.

— e

The suggestion Mr. Rngeles makes for a
monetary eonterence to seitle the ratio of
silver to gold in the future coinage of the
world, is o good point of departure. Nearly
every position taken by any prominent an-
thority on the silver question has been assailed
by some ofher authority equnelly prominent,
and a number of our most carefnl students of
finanee have changed their views two or three
times during the few months' discussion we have
already had.  The one thing which has Deen
clear 1s that it is best to make haste very
slowly in taking any new steps on the sub-
jeet; and the thing next in clearness is that
this proposition for n monetary conference is
a wise oue, no matter what view of the silver
question may  ultimately prevail, If silver s
o be restored at all, it shonld only be upon
a basis on which the leading nations of the
world can agree. The very faet of such agree-
ment will give agam to silver the stability in
value and the steady demand which are now
both lacking.

e

Mr. Bontwell has desdbved well of his eoun-
trv, whatever the issue of the contest in Mas-
gaclingetts may be, by staying in Washington
and deing his doty asa law-maker. The Sen-
ator who goes home to button-hole his Legis-
lature, dines and wines it, and takes fraternal
nips of its tobacco, and perhaps indulges in
much more enlpable methods of influence, has
grown to be altogether too frequent a fignre
at State eapitals of late, Tt is always a ques-
tion, of course, under a vepublican govern-
ment, where dignity ean afford to begin, Wa
all know how much there is of it in the neigh-
borhood of State Legislatnres, and where Con-
gressmen most do eongregate who are anxions
for a reileetion, Cerfainly it is speaking
within bounds to &ay that it might safely be-
gin in the Senate of the United States, and
Mr. Bontwell’s example may well he eom-
mended fo some of his eollengnes,  The ques-
tion of reélecting him is qumte snother thing,
and must rest on its merits, which are dis
enssed in an interesting Doston letter printed
on another page. A worse man than Mr.
Boutwell, und a better man, might easily be

chosen,
————

Commaodore Vanderbilt had a mind of his
own abont pretty muech everything, including,
ag it seems now, the way to make charitable
and personal bequests,  Instead of embodying
them in his will, as the manner of men i,
Le committed his requests to his son, who
holds them seeret and will execute them in
striet aceordance with the dead man’s desires,
There are other gifts also to relatives and
friends made outright before his death, no
record of which has been kept, and there s
also provision for an asylnm to shelter broken-
down employés of the Vanderhilt roads, and
perhaps  eventually to  all disabled  rail-
rond men. These bequests will show  that
the late Commodore was not indifferent to the
welfare of his fellow-beings, as the provisions
of his will had perhaps led many to believe;
and his unostentations method of makimg his
bequests will do still more to commend his
memory to more tender treatment.  In view of
the fact that the accumulation and perpetn-
afton of a vast property wis the one grand
passion of his life, the community has no
reason to he surprised  that he did not do
more for public objects, and perhaps some
recson to be grateful that  his friends and de-
pendents, at least, were not forgotten.

CHISTORY™ AND “LIGHTNING"

Mankind has accepted these two things as
genernl rales : That * history does not repeat
sitself,” and * lightuing does not strike twice
“anoa place.”  Of course there are exceptions,
aud they may be tuken as proving the rules,
They eertainly do not prevent a general aceep-
tation of the truth of the proverbs, 1t begins
to look a little as though we were about to
witness something like an exeeption in the
present conrse of political events,  History may
ot be about to vepeat itself in terms, and
lightning may not be on the point of striking
in the sosme place that it did sixieen years
ago, but we sulimit that the record of current
events is amazingly like what the newspapers
were publishing in the Winter of 18601, and
that the lightuing is  playing very fitfully

it not  Jumivounsly around  the same  old
political party  that was  shivered all to
pieces by it about the  same  time.
There was a4 great  deal  of  energetic

talk about that time, a8 many of our readers
will remember, concerning the Constitution,
anid the rights guaranteed by it to anybody
who desired to destroy it, and many distin-
guighed persons made eloguent addresses to
their fellow-citizens in which they trilled the
5 in *“The Ger-r-reat Democr-r-atic Par-r-ty "
in a way that fairly curdled the blood of the
hearer, and there were demonstrations of va-
rions sorts in varions places at which fluent
orators guve the world to understand that the
Democratic party was bound to have its own
way, whether 1t was in the majority or minor-
ity. There was n good deal of such loose and
promiseuons oratory indulged in by Northern

Democrats, as the same sort of people seem,

according to all the reports, to have given rein
to on the 8th of the present mounth. The
Demoeratie party of the North was going to
“pise up” then, just as it is talking about
doing now, and the Southern Demociats were
given to understand that they could go right
on with their revolution, and that if the Fed-
eral Government interfered the Northern De-
moeracy would give it all it conld attend to.
It is quite remarkable how like the talk of
these people now is to that of the same im-
passioned  orators sixteen  years  Rgo. The
Sonth  believed them then, Severnl things
have happened since, and it is guite possible
that the South has learned to take the ntter-
anees of their Northern allies with a grain of
salt. Rixteen years ago last November, Mr.
Lawrence M. Keitt, addressing o pubilic meet-
ing in Charleston, 8. C., said: “Let me tell
“you, there are a million of Democrits m the
“North, who, when the Black Republicans at-
“{empt to march upon the South, will be
“found & wall of fire in the front,” Mr, Keitt
got his impressions from such Demoerats ag are
now engaged in *arensing the prople.” He
lived long enongh to find our his mistake, Fx-
Gov, Price of New-Jersey in the Spring of
1261 said his State “would go with the South
“irom every wise, pruadential, and  patriotic
openson,” and he was confident that I'ennsyl-
vania and New-York would “ehoose also

“to east their lot with  the South,” ‘A
Democratic  meeting  in - Philadelphia six-
teen  years ago this month  adopted  a

resolution to the effeet that the withdrawal of
the Sonthern Statea released Pennsylvania
from her bonds, and “wonld authorize and re-
“ quire her eitizens, throngh a convention to
“he assembled for that prrpose, to determine
wwith whom her lot shoulil be east—whether
“with the Noith and the East, whose fanati-
“ gism has precipitated this misery upon us, or
“with onr brethren of the South, whose
“wrongs we feel as our own, or whether
* Pennsylvania shonld stand by herself a5 a
« distinet community,” Ex-President Franklin
Pierce, in January, 1860, wrote Jeflerson
Davis that in ense of dissolution of the Union
the figlting * will be within onr own bhorders
“and in onr own streets,” between two classes
of Northern citizens, Senator Eaton of Con-
nectient gave out with great distinetness and
emphasis about that time that the Demoerats
of his State would interpose between the
o gesnssing”  of  Massachnsetts  and  “our
“ hrethren of the South,” should they attempt
to march aeross Conneetient for the invasion
of the Southern States. And the list of such
proccedings and  such gpecches  might be
prolonged indefinitely.  Wheever recalls that
period will remember that the air was full of
just snch large and loud talk as we have
quoted, and as the Ohio and Indiana Demo-
erate have Dbeen treating us to a stale repe-
tition of.

8o far Listory seems on the edge of an en-
core. So far lightnings—are they real thunder-
bolts, or only “heat lightning,” or still less,
sheet iron imitations I—seem playing round the
game old spot.  But the Southern Democrats
are not &0 cager now nor yet so trustful of
the ability of their allies to earry out their
contracts, They are shy ; and well they may
be. They've heard just this sort of tali before,
and believed in it,  They know now pretty
pearly how much it means, It depends on
ihem whether history shall repeat itsell and
lightning strike twice in the same place,
They are wise to stand aloof and shake their
heads.  They have been very sadly fooled by
these folks once. It is too soon to step into
the same trap.

ME, WATEERSON'S HUNDEED THOUSAND,
Mr. Watterson assured the mass mesting ot
the national eapitnl on Mouday that one
hundred thonsand (unarmed) Democrats would
repair to Washington on the 1dih of Febiruary
to exercize in person the right of petition to
Congress gnarvanteed them by the Constitu-
tion. The meeting at Columbns passed o
resolution in favor of g * National Demoeratic
“ Convention” at Washington about the same
time. Mr. Voorhices at Indiannpolis presented
a resolution, which the mecting sdopted with
great applunse, for the appointment ot a C'om-
mittee of Public Safety to consider, among
other things, whether ““the right of petition™
should be exercised in writing or in person.
There is no doubt that the Demoerats medi-
tate & grand demonstration at the doors of
the Capitol on the day appointed  for the
counting of the votes ; and althongh most of
them would probably deny with indignation
any purpose to intimidate Congress, they evi-
dently rely a great deal upon the moral effeet
of their presenee in overwhelming numbers.

The Constitution declares that Congress shall
make no low abridging the right of the peo-
ple peaceably to assemble and petition the
Government for redress of grievances, Any
interference either by Congress or the Execu-
tive with the fullest right of petition would be
confrary to the spirit of our institutions, Mani-
festly, however, an agjtempt to overawe or
otherwise unduly inHuenee Congress in the
performance of one of it8 quasi=judicial fune-
tions is not an exercise of the vight of peti-
tion; and if an assemblage while pretending to
present a petition beeomes dangerons to the
public peace or interferes with the free action
of Congress, the Exeentive may properly dis-
perse it, We do not think any confingency is
likely to arise that will eall for such action ;
bt Gen. Grant is no doubt prepared to act
promptly in case of need,

The practice of petitioning the Government
in person is always dangerous when politienl
excitement runs high, It wasin (his il-judged
exererse of a constitutional right that the Gor-
don riots in London Degan in 1750, On that
oceasion one hnndred thousand persons assem-
bled to petition Parlizment against the bill for
the relief of the Roman Catholies, and they did
not disperse 1l London had been for six days
in the possession of a bratal mob, and fonr or
five hundred persons had Jost  their lives,
Dhuring the agitation of the Parliamentmy He-
form bill in 1831 a body of sixty thonsind per-
sons mivehed to St Jumes's Palace to present a
personal petition to the King; and although
they readily obtained what they demanded, the
sequel of their demonstration was a disgracefnl
riot, in whieh thes windows of the Duke of
Wellington's mansion were demohished,  the
Duke of Cumberland was diagged from his
horse and  with diflienlty resened Ly the po-
lice, and several othier obnoxions persons were
brutally nssaulted,  The teudoney of all such
guthenngs is to degencrnte into mobs,  The
ntmost moderation and good sense on the part
of the lehders emmot prevent the excesses of
the hot-lieaded and evil-disposed who mingle
with all popular movements and ofien get the
mastery over them,

Demoeratic politicans will probably feel, on
refleetion, that they ennnot afford to risk a
tumult or even to expose themselves to the mis-
conceptions and misrepresentations which the
appearance of Mr. Watterson's hundred thou-
sand at the doors of Congress would certainly
oceasion. They cannot afford to purchiase the

inauguration of Gov. 'lilden at the cost of
disturbance or constructive violeuce, any more
than the Republicans can afford o obtain the
inaugnration of Gov. Hayes by frand. No mat-
ter who may take possession of the White
House in March, the lasting and snbstantial
victory in the present contest will be for the
party which displays the grenter respect for
the laws and the Constitution nnd the greater
regard for justice and good ovder,

THE ASSEMBLY COMMI TTEES.

The lobliy will look with dismay npon the
list of Speaker Sloan's committees. There has
been no cleaner list in Albany for many a
year—no list for years baek that the trail of
the siriker did not eross. Gen. Husted gets
the place to which parliamea'sry courtesy en-
titled him, and which Mr. Alvord donbt-
less tried hard to buy with votes, Sev-
eral chairmanships are continued from the
last Assembly, but where there hns seemed
to be good reason for a change, Mr. Sloan has
not lacked the courage to make it nor the dis-
eretion to make it to good mlvantage. Judge
logeboom, Mr. Fish, and Mr. Strahan  are
kept in the places in which they did
good service last year, and the make-up of all
of these eommittees, including the Ways and
Means, is in the interest of clean and honest
legiglation, The Committees on General Laws,
Cities, and Judiciary were, however, sure to
be sound from the start, It was about another
three that greater interest has heen excited—
Railroads, Insurance, and Commeree and Nav-
ieation. These have been in times past the
spots where the strikers have swarmed. This
year, if they swarm at all, it must be on the
outside. If a sound legislative record is any
gunrantee, ench of these committees is now
headed by a man of sterling integnity. Mr.
Gilbert of Franklin, Mr. Graham of Orange,
and Mr. Webh of Dutchess are men whose
characters have been and are likely to be
beyond question,  Of the men who stand be-
pind them in their respective commitices we
do not know so much, but we feel assured
that Mr. Sloan has chosen them with con-
seientious care.  Mr. Baker’s appoiniment as
chairman of the Committee on Canals may
exeite some criticism, but hiz friends are so
earnest in the belief that in the past he has
been unjnstly treated, that no one will deny
Lim the opportunity to prove his title to a
better reputation.

We congratulate the Speaker on his skillful
and honorable discharge of a perplexing duty.
He has fulfilled at the start all the promises
Tur Trisuxe ever mads for him,  The new
departure in New-York Republicanism begins
well,

MR. OBRIEN OBJECTS,

There was certainly no haim in the little
resolution offered by Mr. White of Kentucky
in the House of Representatives on Tuesday
last. The gentleman merely wanted the House
formally to deelare that any attempt to prejn-
dice and excite the public mind on the Presi-
dential question in advance of a decision by
the anthority which the Constitution provides
is “unwise, unpatriotic, and full of danger.”
And so it is. Mr. White likewise wished the
House to resolve that it is the duty of all
good citizens  peacefully and  faithfully to
abide by the results reached in accordance
with the Constitution. To the introduction of
these wholesomo and  seasonable resolutions
Mr. O0'Brien objected. We are therefore led to
believe that in his opinion it 15 wise, patriotic,
and safe to  prejudice and excite the publie
mind in advance as aforesaid, and that it
would not be the duty of ull good citizens to
aequicsee in a legal and constitutional vesull.
If this were Mr. O'Brien's private, exelusive,
and personal opinion, we might charitubly set
it down to that love of a fight which, both
here and in the Emerald Isle, scems to be
congenital not only with the O'Briens, but
with the O'shaughnesseys and all the other
0. Unfortunately, there is reason to believe
that the honorable gentleman, in objeeting to
such resolutions, expressed the sentiments of
at least 4 portion of his party. Now, if the
Democrats who do not think that Mr. Tilden
will have a vight to take possession of the
Government i et armis on the 4th of March
next  will be good enough publicly to an-
nounce their opinion, we shall then know a
little better at least how many insnrrectionary
firchrunds  and  desperate  adventurers  there
really are in the organization,

There may he nothing importantly serions
about what Mr. O'Brien may or may not do;
but when Democrats, so many of them, are
talking belligerently, and when Demoeratic
editors, so many of them, are writing mar-
tially, and when Eighth of January mectings,
g0 many of them, are resolving so combut-
ively, we want very much to know why some
Democrat of brains, of honor, of patriotism,
and of pradenee does not ufter a proiest pnb-
licly against the folly of his weaker or less
serupulous assoecintes.  Where is Charles Fran-
cis Adams, ltest born in the faith, yet a man
of long party experience, and one who would
he listened to 1 If Gov, Tilden, on account of
the delicacy of his situation, cannot speak,
why, we beg permission to ask, does he not
request his friend Mr. Adams to speak for
him? Certainly between them both they
might prevent Mr. O'Brien from agnin ohjeet-
ing should anybody offer another pacific reso-
lution in the House of Representatives,

LIGHT BREAKING IN.®

The Demoerats begin to see the point. For
nearly two months Tre Triese has been
warning them that their best, and indeed their
ouly chanee of suceess in the Presidential dis-
pute, was in un appeal to the more candid and
independent members of the Senate.  We
pointed out that, however men might dispute
about unscitled questions as to the proper
mode of connting the vetes, one thing was cer-
tain, that nobody could be President of the
United States, even to the extent of forming a
cabinet or appointing s postmaster, who was not
recognized by the Senate as President. This
important and significant feature of the Con-
atitution the intemperate Democrats tried to
jgnore; but in every speendation and at every
step of every plan it was foreed upon their
attention.  Again, we pointed out that, if
the Mo should insist upon the extreme
Demoeratie  elaim  that  either  house  conld
exelnde an  electoral vote, it wounld fol-
low that the Senate might also exclude,
or, if it pleased, debate without excluding
until after March 4. In the end, whatever
theory be adopted, the President of the
Senate  would then be ealled npon, ut least
temporarily, to fill the Exccutive station,
For a long time the Democrats were deaf to
all reason. They talked wildly of their rights
and of Blood, and “wah " and *goal,” and
mwade themeelves slightly offensive and  alto-
gether vidiewlous.  Even to the worst of
them, sober second thought may come, it
seems. For they mnow begin ealmly to
discuss whether nine Senators can be found
who will vote to throw out the vote of Lou-

isiana. It is the chrouio misfortane of the
Democratic party that it is continually trying
to muke whier run up hill, to drive a wedge
butt foremost, and to perform other unneces-
gary impussibilities, A few grains of common
gense would have prevented all the antagonism
hetween the Senate and the House which some
statesmen have studiously fostered.

There are some independent members of the
Qenate; men who have, or fancy that they
have, a futnre; men who are not slavishly de-
pendent upon a party conventicn held every
two years; men whose political existence does
not necessarily cease if, on any question of
public importanee, they rise above party. That
very few such men ean get into the House, or
stay there if they get in, is the misfortune in
the constitution of that body. Henee, only the
blindest and most rabid partisan would have
proposed that the more permenent and inde-
pendent  body should have no voice, while
the House alone, ercature of ephemeral
passions dend and buried two years axo,
shonld lave all power to deerde whether an
election by the House had become necessary.
The Senate, moreover, could name its Presi-
dent.  Tte President, if sustained by that body,
could connt the votes, and there was no power
to stop liim. On the whole, 1t was silly in the
Demoerats to insist that the more independent
and eandid men who hold the balanee of power
in the Senate were knaves, who could not be
trusted or reached by reason,

Perliaps it is better to xce late in life than
never to see at all,  Constitutional blindness
must be very tiresome, Very late indeed, but
still not quite too late, some Demoerats per-
ceive that the right thing to do was and is to
throw the grave responsibility wholly npen the
Senators, Then appeal to their reason or sense
of justice becomes possible, The Irishman
who had a fondness for  disenssion wid
“ gthicks " never delnded himself wifh the no-
tion that the brandishing of a elub helped to
enlighten the mind or soften the temper of an
opponent 3 and all the ranting and raving, the
bullying meetings, the incendinry specches,
the .brandishing of revolutionary  theories
and  threats, have mnot materinlly helped
to prepare Senators to consider the matter with
calmuess and impartinlity,  And yet, possibly,
it is not too late, Were it possible suddenly
to boitle np all the Demoeratie thunder, and
to cork up all the inflamed orators, and to put
ice on the heods of all the bloody editors of
that party, it is at least pogsible that some
Senalors might approach discussion in a spirit
not adverse to Democratie hopes. Whether
the bottling and eerking and refrigerating can
still he performed is not clear,

Democracy has neatly thrown away its only
chanee. Unless certain Senators chooso to op-
pose the connting of the votes officially re-
turned in Louisiapa or Flonvda, Gov, Hayves
will become President as surely as the sun
rises on the 4th of March., Possihly strong
couvietion, strong proof, or personal jenlonsy
or pique, may yet influence some Senators—for
there is some human nature, of the better and
of the worse sort, even in the Senate—hut
the Democrats thus far have done their hest
to make such a resalt improbable. And it is
the cleventh hour. If they mean to do better,
the time is short.  The * lamp holds out to
“ burn,” but the wick is nenrly gone.

BRIDGES NKEDING INSPECTION.

Compliments to the Lake Shore Railroad
seem just now out of place. At any other
time people mizht have heard its praises
sounded with patience. At present the open-
ing sentences of Col. Carrington's  letter,
which we printed yesterday, will fall on un-
willing ears. If it be true that there is “no
“opaileoad  in Ameriea  built  or  conducted
wunder more skillful care,” it follows that
there is as great or greater probability of
being flung into an abyss and there being
hurned to death in traveling on any other
milrond  in the counntry. If the futal
bridge was well built, of ool design, of sound
material, carcfully tested and afterward in-
spected at intervals, why did it hreak 1 The
fact of the disaster is primn facie evidence
that the bridge was defective, That evidenee
can only be set aside by showing that the
train or part of it was off the track, Of course
if that was the case it can be said with some
show of justice that the bridge broke down
becanse it was subjected to a strain which it
was not built to meet; and that no trestle or
tyuss bridee ean be built to endure such n
strain. DBut as yet there is only meager testi-
mony indicating that the train was off the
track. Such testimony eannot be supplemented
by the iuner conscionsness of the friends f
the road or their firm convietion that the work
on the road is generally well done. :

The question is as to the condition of this
particular bridge just hefore it broke. On this
point Col. Carrington's letter offered a capital
stgzgestion,  He has fonnd that in all that class
of iron structures théve is a likelihood that the
vertieal rods will slowly but certainly slip out
of the nuts with which they are serewed, being
pulled down gradually by the weight. His
statement that the serew is simply an inclined
plane will be reengnized as a familiar truth by
all stndents of mechanies. But the release of
one or two rods would not be safficient to
canse the failure of the bridge, Col. Car-
rington also suggested that the yoda are
linhle to become weakened by a change of
their interior stiueture—by partial erystalliza-
tion. His observations on this peint are
noteworthy ; the instances ho gives we ~trik-
g, It is not quite elear whether this piocess
of erystallization tukes place in the best of
iron. That is o point on which very exact in-
formation is greatly needed. If the experi-
ments had been continued which were begun
by the United States Commission that was ap-
pointed to test iron and steel, there would now
be something definite known on that peint,
and also respecting the effect of low tempera-
tures on iron,  Unfortunately the failure of the
appropriation checked those  experiments ot
their most promising stage. -

Ax we have before said, proof will have to
be brought concerning the quality of the iron
used in the Ashtabula bridge. Portions of it
shonld now be subjected to careful test. The
whole history of that iron must be ascertained.
Till the guestion as to its quuality is squarely
answered, other speenlations as to the canse of
hrenkage are somewhat premature.  Buf as to
all the eanses which Col. Carrington Iucidly
prescnted, excepting only the posaibility  that
the train was off the track, they point con-
clusively to this inference: that a thorough,
frequent examioation of the bridge at regular
intervals would have revealed its weakness
and led to its repair, [t follows that there is
no safety in iron bridges unless they are sub-
jeeted to examination at regular and not very
distant intervals, and that the quality of the
iron as well as the condition of its fastenings
must then be tested, Col. Carrington deserves
thanks for pointing ~ut this absolute necessity.
Now : were such periodical examinations mude
on that railroad than which ne other in Amer-
jca is * conducted with wore skillful care 1"

When was the bridge at Ashtabaola last exam.
ined thus?

The Atlantic Menthly for WFebruary will offar wha
will probably prove the most thorongh summary of
Palmetto Btate politics that has lately been given tg
the country. It is headed ** The Political Conditioy
of South Carolina. By u South Carolinian.” The
anthor withliolds his name for reasons which the
prevalent ostracism and intimidation at the Soutly
make obvious. But if Le avowed Limsclf, thery
might be o question as to which party shonld do the
ostracising, for the srticle is strictly hapartial, apd
metes ont sentence to wrong-doers on both sides, The
writer holda that the negrn is no more it for govern
ment ** than a exowd of Irish roughs picked np pre
miscuonsly in the streets of a Northeen eity ;" g
he points ont the strong love of liberty, the geniny
for intrigue, and the captions and obstinate polities)
independonce of the blacks toward even their owg
leaders. He represents the whites, whon Le knowy
thoronghly throngh Kinship and association, 4 de
sirous of reénslaving the negroes: bt owing w thy
dangers of this, from the vegro himeelf, they will
probably eonfine themselves to statutes disfrag.
chising as many a8 may be of the hlrcks, on one
ground and avother, as has already been done ig
Georgin,  This contributor’s account of the recent
campaign entirely supports those pullished at the
time in Tur TripuNe, which impressed soue of nag
readers as prejudiced and unfair,

PERSONAL.

Mr. John Taylor Johuston paid jnst 2,000
gnineaa for wie * Slave Ship' and lost, therefors, abogut
#1,000 un his paure s,

Mr. Frederick May, Mr. Bennett's antago.
niat, is romantically deseribed by o writer in The Cowle
nati Commercial ns * & man of superb physdque,
Lundsome ng Apollo*” ; DTS st

Dr. Petermann, the distingrished geogra-
pher, 1a now in Londorn consulting with the promoters of
anew Arctic expedition. 1t 1o be a urivate underrals
ing, ot on foot by the united yucht elubs of the King
dom.

That Mr. William Winter “has got to spells
ing his pome Willlom " 15 o sulifect of * glndiess™  The
Foston Trangeripl. This acems rather earions, as Me
Winter nover by any chance spelled his name any other
WhY,

The Hon. E. R, Hour wrote to the Williamg
Alumul, at thelr dinner in Boston on Monday night :
“ [ have a very great regard for Willtams College, and re
gard it as one of the fronuer posts of clviization sguinsg
New-York.”

Gov. Hayes has been requested to sit for his
bust by divers Ohlo gentlemen—the Hon. Jobn M. Ml
Kin, the Hon Wm. White, snd others; and tov, Hayes
says goneronsly that e will do so, und ** esteen it s
especind honor™

The Rev. H. R. Haweis, the elever English
elergyman and writer, says of Mr. Joseph Jefferson's
Rip Van Winkte: * [ venture to say that, smong ali the
twmparanee lecturers ot the doy, Mr. Jefferson hins been
i more eloguent prencher of sooriety than any.”

Chief-Justice Waite's horses ran away in
Washington the other day, with Chlef-Justics Waita's
carrlage, in which sat Mra. and Mles Watte. But Major
11ass of the pemy appeared and beavely rescucd the two
;m!h-ul. recelving many brulses in the dolug of this exeels
enl e

Judge Mackey of South Carolina wears a
gown in eourt fu the English fralion, and Mi. Redtield of
The Cineinnati Cammereial has Uoen told that the Judge,
in the rural districts, has the sheril, with a deawn sword,
to eacort kim back and forth fromn the eourt-Lotse to bis
botel, thus strougly Impressing the natives,

Count Benst, the Austro-Hungarian Embas-
salor at Loudon, composed a waliz, “ Le Relour des
Indes,” to express Ws tremendons delight over the safe
return of the Prinee of Wales from Tndia. Tt is about to
b published, and the proceeds of the sale will be devoted
to the reliet of Hungataes in dlstrves in London.

Mr. Tilden never read any of the ugly things
aull abont him, sald Mrs. Pelton to a reporter of The
Philadelphia Times, * He s s differsnt from what hia
enemies think him, He I8 as tender-eirted ns a woman,
eud this was the hardeat of all his duty,” she deolared,
referring to the necessity of snnbbing the army of be-
slogers who used to follow him about, begging for the
reloage of rolatives from Sing 2ing.  The correapotulent
essantly « t4 that Mr. Tilden 1s as gallant as B

oger de Co ¥.

Master Richard Wagmer shook his head and
auswered ratbhor sally, T am too old for that,” when &
corrospondent of The Philadetphua Telegraph told him
that he sbould come to Americs, Salvint's wife sent him
not lung  fgv n basket  of flowers, a Ll of white
hiossows oo which were laid tve lines of score in the
shapo of five blades of zrass, with the treble key pi od
wut in violets, The two ming bura of tho dhilne
diugter's soug  were ma I on the Hoes by pink blos-
aomnd, When the composer goes abont viewing (talian
stihta lie tukes no other ecicerone thab his Hitle fale-
lunred sou, Siegfried, who consequently diligently studies
Hacdeker.

When Mr. James Gordon Bennott was se-
cluded at the Contluental Hotel in Philadelphia on Ties
day, the reporters gatherod about like locusts, but thelr
oyes buing ke Mr, Bom Weller's, not possessod of enors
wous magnifying power, they dil not see i In the
evoning aome of them organized o mecting, wnd
solemuly reaolved that wheteas James Gordou Bennett,
a fellow-newspapermasn, hnd put himselt juto a position
in whieh it beeame necessary for hitm to be interviewei,
therefore thit the suid Eengett he and is he reby enlled
upon to submit himselt to this lop process. The
resoluttons, duly engrosseil and signd, were sent up i9
Mr, Beunett, who ealmly anewersd, That's ull right,”
wnd puld po wors attention to them.

Mr. Vanderbilt once gave Elder Lomas of
the Shaker Community a cheek for $100 1o huy a wooden
leg foF a Foubg man who wius saclly mjured on the Cede
trel Rallroud.  * Then,” says Eider Lomas, *he ol me
of his first vieit to the Shakers, about the year 1512 He
lad bronght w sloop toad of wmelons to Albauy, sud, aftep
disputeliing peddiers south and enst, started himsel! with
one horse and wagon with melons to S henectudy. AP
riving at the Shaker's, ho fed hils horse and took dinnee
bimself, After dinuer be sold to our people n lurge num-
ber of melons, and the old muan's eyes twinkied exceed
jugly when he safd: * 1 never saw such people; they
made me astamed ; they paid we well for my melons, but
woulil uot let we pay formy dinner nor horse-feed! Thave
noever forgotten it, and hoped some day to get even with
them,' And from this citenmstance of 85 years sinoe 1
may congratulate myself that I was not considersd (me
pertinent, but made most happily at home, and got my
check, After procuring the artifielal liwh, whieh ecost
&R, | wrote the Commedore, asking what disnosition 9
ke of the bulnnee,  The answer still manifested adis

ssition of getting even by poplymg: 1t isat your dis
Fﬂl!ilcun: ﬁ:t interest on two dinpers would ere s
1

iu\'rI amounted to that, suying wotlung abput the priae
eipnl. "
Corumsrs, Ohio, Jan, 10.—The Hon, Wm.
A, Wheeler arrived here to-day, aund met Gov, Hiyesad
dinner this evening. A
CuanLesroy, S. C., Jan. 10.—The Russian
Minfster left heve to-night for Washington, il the R
sian corvatte Bognlyn salled for Huwpion Roads.

POLITICAL NOFES.

The soul of the average Democrat would be
delightod with & wae on tho plag of the Laat great Auel=
plonty of talk and no blood.

The Demoerats have won and losi Florids
agalp. On Tuesduy they sunounced that the House
Comsittes on Florida wonld agree in favor of Tilden
On Wednesday they were gazing on tbe tragments of
another exploded elain.

Word comes from Kansas that Mr. 8. C.
Pomeroy, better known os “*sSubsidy Pom,” b a
ehance for being #ent to the Benate agiie. That weuld
Iw i most unweleome resnrreetion. It 18 doubtful i W18
ponsible, even if the ex-Seunlor gocsd =0 {ar ae to ol
Iiah npotler bank to lnsnre his siccess.

The latest * conspiracy™ uneartbed 13 the
wost  tremendous yet. An untawed inpatie whe
senids out news from Woeliington iu a sort of liuresy ar
reugement for i seore or more of Dotiociatic papert
deelares that Grant's purposs is to ruin the Hopublic, 18
order that he may g0 down o hisiery as the last
can President ! e

The canvass for the United States District
Attorpeyship for this city conzinues lvely o Wanliing®
ton. Mr. Paddock, Judge Dittenhoofer, Gen. Joswph
Jackson, and Mr. Willlam G. Choate are the most prowk
nent eandidates, with Judge Dittonhoofer probadly
ahemd, The community will weleome the cliange from
tho presont incumbenl Lo wuy vue of them.

Gov. Tilden says he has no fear of Presi*
dential burdens, though be does not sy that be thinke
he i in dauger of huving any placed upon biw, Whea #
correspondunt of The Philudelphia Times aakod bim if bo
did ot shrink from the responaibility of goversing »
great country, ba replied: * No, it docsn’t worry me [
amn saving strength, [ ahall make it my sim o do wnd
great thing, and put the swaller burdens on those
fittod for them. Thia Presdential elevtion is Likn & groad
battle, and the victory can ouly be gaised by the prope®
accumulation wnd coneeutration of forcoa—ilke Auster
lits, where all depended on the planting of ihe artillery:

Whatever 1 have doue tn the world 1 have accom



